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T1 HE 


Jeſuitein Maſquerade: 
'The Sherifts Caſe Uncasd, &c. 


T is very obſervable that Calwin and Loyela were Contemporaries, and much 
about the ſame time that the firſt Ere&ted the. Geneva Conſiftory , the other Foun« 
ded the Society of the JESUITES ; and 1I- think without breach of Charity, 
conſidering it is to be juſtified by apparent matter of Fa&, one may ſay too truly 

of -both, as Thxanw of the Jcſuites Society, 


Nata Magiſtratum convel!ere, nata miniftris 
Subtrabere obſequmem, P reſulibuſ ſum. 
Their joynt delign is to pull == 
The Pricft, the Prelate, and the Crown. 


. How infirumental the Diſguiſed Jeſuite was in the Contriving and Executing the 
laſt Tragedy of this land, is averred by the Teſtimony of a perſon from whom the 
Diſſenters pretend, that to differ, or dishelieve his Evidence, is a Crime next to Capi« 
tal: and yet all the art of man, and all the arguments that have been uſed to perſuade 
them, they ſtill a& by the very ſame Principles of. the Jeſuites , do no more affet them 
than if they were idle Talcs, and in nothing does the Witchcraft of Rebellion appear 
more potent than in the charms it gives to mens Conſciences, whereby they become 
wholly invulnerable, and not to be touched with the moſt pointed truths. 

There is nothing ſo ſacred in Humane Society as a folemn Oath ; this is the founda- 
tion of. Leagues and Commerce, the end of Strife, and the cement of Friendſhips, the 
Bond of Subjects Allegiance , and the ſecurity of the Sovereigns Government, Re- 
move once this antient Landmark, and Humane Society is difſolved ; for : there can be 
no Faith, no Truſt, where Oaths become weak, ſuſpefted, or not regarded : Jealouſics 
and eternal Suſpicions will like Vultures gnaw the Soul of the Prince, and like Serpents, 
lodge in the boſams of the People, divorce their AﬀeRtions, diſtract their Counſels; 
divide their Intereſts, and introduce all the miſerics and miſchiefs which attend a broken . 
and disjoynted State, | 

For corrupting this Fountain of Honor and Honeſty, Truth and Juſtice , and proſii- | 
tuting the reputation of Religion, while they make it only a Pandar to Luſt, Intereſt 
and Ambition, the Jcſuites are molt deſervedly infamous, and by all ſober men even of 
the Romilh Religion, <ltcemed the Peſts of Chriftendom , hated and deteſted as Rene- 
gadoes from Truth. 

And what is the Jcſuites Crime in this particular . but undoing the credit and eſteem 
of Solemn and Sacred Oaths. while they teach the Doctrines of Evalions, Equivocati- 
ons and Mental Reſervations. to be lawtul; by which means they may take any Oaths, 
(wallow any Teſts, outwardly protcſt qne thing, and yet mean another, even. directly 


contrary. 
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Should any perſon have charged this Guilt upon Proteſtant Diſſenters , and thoſe 
who would be t the beſt of them, guides of the Blind , inſtrufQters < _ 
rant, and the very falt of the Earth, he would find as little credit with their miſled 
ſelytes, as if he ſhould charge them with Mahometaniſma or Heatheniſh Idolatry. But 
Ex ore tw, _ thy own month will 1 judge thee, thow wicked ſervant. And if I make 
it plain that theſe blind Guides are leading their blinder Diſciples into the Ditch of Po- 
pery, and the deepeſt of it Jeſvitiſm ,_ to the overthrowing of Society, and, not only 
the Proteſtant, but all truc _— I hope it may be a means to reclaim many from 
their pernicious ways, and if the charity of the defign ſhall fail in relcuing from 
perdition, yet it will return into. my own boſom, and I thall thereby both {drishe my 
own conſcience, and deliver my ſoul from being acceffary by a ſinful filence to their 
etcrial ruine. We art obliged to them for the clear diſcovery of this their - Jeſuitical 
Doctrine, in a ſheet of Paper, Printed the Jaſt year about the time of Election of She- 
riffs for London and Middleſex; and no perſon taking notice of it , they have upon the 
ſame occaſion Reprinted and Publiſhed that Paper, with ſuch Evaſions, as, if allowed for 
ſound Dodtrine, will enable all perſons, Papiſts, Diſſenters, or whatever cnemies the Go- 
vernment may have, to take any Oaths,-and yet avoid the Obligations of them, 

The Papet is called The Sheriff Caſe, and the deſign of it is , not only to perſuade 
the Candidates for the Office of Sheriffs for London and Middleſex, but all other Diſſen- 
ters from the Church of England, that they may lawfully capacitate themſelves for all 
Offices of Aldermen, Sheriffs, &e. by taking the Oath for the Regulating of Corpora- 
tions 3 for ſo the Queſtion is ſtated in the Tirle, 

I ſuppoſe them Non-conforming Miniſters by their talking of Editying , and indeed 
they have edited us exceedingly, for having laid it down as a Rule, that an Oath is to 
be taken in the ſenſe of the Lawgiver, the Margin correRts this truth, and informs you 
that to this Rule there is a double extreme: the krſt is, of thoſe who think it is to be 
taken literally, and this they tell you is too rigid ; for ther-we (hall ſtrain ar all Oaths. 
The ſecond, is of thoſe, who if they can frame any int ation of it that is but rea- 
ſonable, think they may take the words in that ſenſe and be ſatished : and this they (ay 
is ſo looſe, that nothing can be impoſed but we ſhall ſwallow it. This I detire the Rea- 
der to take particular notice of, in on it is the perfect Dodtrine of the Jeſuites; and 
though here diſclaimed by theſe Jeſuires in Diſguiſe , yet you ſhall ſee the whole drife 
of the Paper, js to quit the too rigid litteral ſcnſc of the Oath , and hx upon it an in- 
terpretation, and mere Jeſuitical Diabolical Evaſion, by the help of which they may 
take any thing that is impoſed. 

There is nothing more undoubted than that all framers of Oaths to be impoſed by 
Law, defign they thould be taken in the literal ſenſe and no other 3 and unleſs this be 
granted, all Oaths are vain and uſclefs: for if the Oath doth plainly expreſs the ſenſe 
of the Compilers and Legiſlators in its words and letters, which certainly muſt be their 
intention, then according to theſe mens aſſertion the literal ſenſe is the will of the Law- 
givers,and ſo it is tobe taken they confeſs : and to ſay it has any other meaning or is ca- 
pable of any other interpretation than the plain literal common meaning of the words,is 
to accuſe the Legiſlators of folly,as not knowing how to expreſs their ſenſe without am- 
biguity, and to render the Oath, by reaſon of its ambiguity and doubtful ſenſe, unlaw- 
ful to be taken in Veritate, Fadicio & Faſtitia, in Truth, Judgment, and Righteouſneſs, 
which no doubtful Oath can be, and at beſt to render it uſcleſs, by Having it to the 
interpretation of the Taker, whoſe ſenſe ( though he believes it to be the ſenſe of the 
Lawgivers, which they make the true medizem between the former extremes) may be 
far different , if it follows northe letter of the Oath, from the ſenſe of the Impo- 
ſers. 

What the ſenſe of the Legiſlators was in impoſing this Cath, a 
ded it ſhould be raken in the plain and litteral meaning of the 
both from the Proem of the Act, and from the reaſon of impoling] it. 
Preamble of the Act runs thus , And to the end that the Succeſſion. in ſuch Corporations 
may be moſt probably perpetuated in the bands of perſons well affetied to bis Majeſty and the 
Ejr abliſhed Government , it being tco well known, that notwithſtanding all bus Majeſties 
Endeavours, and unparallel'd Indulgence in pardoning all that is paſt , nevertbeleſ; many evil 
ſpirits are jtill working 3 wherefore for prevention of the like miſchief for the time 18 come, 
and for preſervation of the Publick Peace both in Church and State, Be it Enadted, = 
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weed 
the Original, and Source of the late Rebellion, 
People trom their natural Licge-Lord and Sovereign, 


The King aod Parliament eSbſervi this, rey in 
the growing milchief ad knowing hed os e di 
rations, whale Repreſentatives A——_— Ep p—oatg more 
mons might wy upon the publick Peace, did in wen. 

event milchiet tor the time tocome, by keeping Government .Corpora 
Faccefſvely i in ſuch hands, as be of different Principles from theſe. (37 nay 
Friends to his Majeſty, and the Government in Church and State; and in - 
plain Engliſh z to Exclude all ſuch as t t themſelves under any obligation from 


that wicked Covenant, or that it was la ways Large: 
Arms againſt the King: That is, to keep out all Ty tele 


were, and whoſe ices had been ſuitable, from apy way e Government: of 
Corporations 3 atid to diſcrimivate ſuch SeQaries, as Lowell = [naar of the 
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digion, frorm-6thers who own #rd embraceit, and is Principles of Loy- 
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© your Proceieet Jeſtres. ane tc Fe Oredulous Diſciples, whom they* 
oe rein Ramos jon'ifider the notion-of 'Popery, as they Aid 
beſwre-arit it is tn be ſuſpeRed'by itidts' Libels, are no: friends either to his 
ene ws the De rite rw wh rene theſe' tntn No Difpe? {ation tell 
ws, t of "the At was to'keth you one of placer ruſt in Corporationg, 
that now you ſhould get infor wh page LAS of grene concern as 
$beriffr who are willing to | RTE the ſake 
of greater concern. 4 egy. fo fir their - 
ior iVfuttion,; many about the Oxford At may br relieved, ad a for many 
ot fb Cr known Party, Loyalty and Abiliy' - n= of Ito Corp 
the Nation, to the great ſervice of the King ard Kin King 'This vary 
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prererice of he late Rebels; of whom it is to be ſuppoſed thele rc Fi refiques' all 
they did was'for the good f _—_— avd Kj-pdoth, they rook' the Protefiation, the 
C-venant, Aﬀociated. ory raifed Taxes. Plundred: Murdered/alfthat they could, 
that them, ardeyen'the King, himſcf ar aff, for the god 'of the ing and 
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Wiſdom of the Nation, 6 rt prefer of pb que” Peace, andthe (afery ot the 
Government, thought neceſſary by tobe: Fore Corporativhs? '' © 
Such who it may be have not been at Church this 15, r# or 2o years, "who are made 


believe dy theſc their ' That to joyi wich the Congregativns it Common- 
Prayer mtr oe thav to at the Secrartient is Idotatry, that the Cbmmon- Prayer 
— botithe Maſvirr <)eantot orig oroaarn ee Lord' Biſhops in- 
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they Corporations throughout the Nation, though 
be # EE Ear the Lorer:tion ot the Low: z thile great Dickiton 
if for the great feyvietwr” the'King and Kingdom, a1.d their little Popelhips are 
infallible 3 and | 9 there 1s no comung in a7, taking th: Oachs, and no taking 
Leong era} ence, our COMES a Diſp.ntation trum theſe mien of Au- 
lieve the many in Diftrcfs abour the Cu poration Ads, 
af y believe theF- men have nor taken theſe Oaths themſelves, and Ido further 
belive thty Ani cher inlful they conf.(6 it in the literal ſenſe, p. 4. and though 
their Sheet comes out with 3 Nemine Contradzcente, that is only as the Pope "Sonny > 
pea lo gies ey WIE Det, which he thinks unlawful and would not take kin 


"Dur pr eſe how hey hendieth matter to make the Oath go down. 
"'Thetirft clauſe of the Oath thete is no difficulty in ſay they, for any objeion may be 
Mis little Parenthelis, 3 A.B 'De ſwear rb+1 I bold ir unlawful to take 

vp webg to #- Ring ( or his Righttul Government ) upon any pzerence what- 
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lorempte from the meegingof, tha Legiſlators?! have theſe mervlther Sence or Con- 
[cience? The Qayh js paliziye a5 wondbcan makoiy,ichar & wurlawful upon gn pre- 


tence whatlo :;10z4he Arns aganſithe _ Ay Gy Mt. Interpreters, Thar' 


but Swub- ttxr by yoby nu or bis Rightful 5 That is, you 
Ss oe nd yet ſwear txue ; you may (wear that joninid wil oak 
up Arm wo Fla King upon any, pretence whatever, and at the ſam! time, that 


you 
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oever they take up Arms again the King ? 1s not faping they meant his Ri 

yernmevt a,preteuce, a mere-Eyabon and contraqzQion' ro-the) ſetſe of the 
not the. words avy and whatſoever ſuch Univerſals,as exclide all exceptions alt 
ways all interprecations, and cyen/ that of your _ 
T reduce the matter into Fat, we will one of theſe men of Pitty 
t the of a Company,or Regiment, forthe'great' ſervice of the, eps 

"n KEI co tal vour by force of Arms toextirpate Popery arid Reform the! 
ate > come 1 to bim, and with all becoming huitility; reprefetrt rohim the da 
of ES! Sir, You have taken a ſolemn Oath, calling the God of Heaven ard Ext 
to witnels, thar you did belicy< it unlawful to take ap Arms againilt the King upon any 
pretence whatſoever, and yecgnowybuare in aQtua} Arms again{this Majelty, how will 
you eſcape Damyation.? to which. he teplies in-fome:ſcorgful - Indignation,” Fellow, I 
am not to «d by you, 1am naw-int Arms to pail dgron the Whore of Babylon that 
rangug pak hs the Kingdom of -Faſms Chrift,and what I ſwive To tas about to per- 
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In the Margin they put two Cafes; the firſt of aPrinites atternpting a EIN 


v 


y the other of Gppoling a a Princedefigys torvine his alic- 
Rav om, theyanſwer is this Caſe, they are not t6 return! Viotente upon his 
ne Kg ard as fonhis Officers, guns or Armies, the ſohition follows. 
in the next clauſe, . The Jaſt Rebels fbught not againſt the King 'ir! his: Politick, but 
his perſonal capacity,. and'ſo- ' theix Dodtrine, when they cut off the Heag of Charles 
Soewer they vever hurt the: But now' the Sand; tlie 'quick-ſandof Rebellion 
| to mn. ochex fide of. the Channel, and there/sn0Viohence to be vffered> co the 
;. Oh! that all of ſuddain is become Sacred and' Invulnerable with 
King ern then his Authority muſt goto wrack :'ſothat a King, as they have divided 
_—_ muſt one half tim be Ine Fm ns ___ you wo difarmid him 
uthority , what is 4 King- but'a Pageant? once take awa vote 
i » and his Altars will hind as fewSacrihices; as his. Ten ples Woilbiphrs ; 
of « King is, there is power, that is, Authority'48-an inſeparable ard incotn- 
prerogative: of Soyereignty'y but our Diſſentevs are wiſer thari —— 
os fake away power, and ytt.leave the King (aft nd/fourd, this Doftrine like” li 
ning TY the Sword and leaves hiini only the Scabbard of Authority 3 for pray ko 
is the meaning of the v£ thefecond clauſe ? 
;, AndIdo abhor, (, isdiſown:or diſclaim ) that Traiterous Pofirion. of Fl 
$ by his Authority agaiwſ} .bis-perſov, or againſt any Comm fhonated whict 
at 15, ſay they,” legally-Commilkconte d by him ua the legal purſajt' of ſach Com- 
miſſions. (.3 ©1144 
. Obſerve pray, fiſt here is edtertinbors towns sAbber, Oh! L.. a fad thing 
to be.an Abborrer, a mag may Pontul@upes th Efgi& upon nbd 
for being an Abborrer ;1 but pray. why oft wards as your Parenthefis * diſowt 
diſclaim ? may not that which a man{wears is Vscaforn de\4bborred > Why fuch favour 
tO a Traiterous Polition, that is muſk» ovly. be difown'd 'ar:d diſclaith'd ? Oh dear old 
acquaintance which has done.ghem ſuch ſervice | if it muſt fall let it fall gently ! regud- 
eſcant myolliter ofſa, the bongs of. the good old cauſe muſt be lo treated, « But the 
= the Arrow : lies here., io the Interpretarion, 'lega Cormmiſtionated, and 
rſuit of ſuch Commiſſions:3 foe here is &Sally-port for Rebellion to enter at, 
w Yay had bs 'ewas and intended barricaded all the Gates and 
ſt it, T is indeed {1 A Jeluitical Evaſion and Reſervation upon 
Oath, that I do not, wondes te. hearthern thank God the molt ſcrupulous man may 
ly take this, Oath z for darefayyeven Oliver Cromwell might fafely with this 
ation ſet up topSheriff or Alderman and take the Oath. 
LE, yes Oliver, Logk you Gentlemen, 1 have been as great a Villam as any of y 
ade wad 'but __ King has pardoned mey ard I have a mird to be at the "id 
again 3 Which I abut firſt do by getting into an Office that may 
i encourage. my Party 3 the truth is, hete 1s a rigid Oath, which if 
= I m oft be kept out, and if I take it in the (rigid: literal fenſe, that I Abboy 
Buy, Im &c., |,mult be perjur'd and damn'd ' but d'ye mark tne Genile- 
rc isa between the two extreams,' and | believe the meaning of the 
Forces was this, though the rigid literal ſenſe ſeems to contradi&t it, ard to deal 
with you will not ſerve our ) that to' Abher taking vp Arms againſt 
the King , or any Commilſhonated him is on meant ſuch as are legally Commiſſio- 
6 t ny | purſuit of ſuc ſthoners, but pray e me, if the 
ing. i Coontreyby' theſe Guarndsyehich ave fo illegally kept up and 


( Noh cn] er pre ivers never intended wha Wy power by 
this Oath, <T bor I cake v vp Arms againſt his Officers, Followers, or Arrnies, 
who are not legally Commiſſionatcd by him, nor do legally purſue ſuch Commiſſions, 
the Oath does not at all reſtrain me and you, my fellow Souldiers, to defend our Lives, 
Liberties, Property, and the tive Protefiant R againſt them : as for the King 
( and here methinks I ſee. him clap his band upon his breaſt ) God forbid 1 ſhould re- 
turn Violence to his perſon, no, I have ſworn that I hold it unlawful to take up Arms 
againſt the King, ( that is his Righttul Government ,) any pretence whatſoever 3 
But here are a Company of rude; indigent younger Brothers, Pentioners, Popiſhly- 
affcQed-Tories, Maiſqueraders, who being incouraged by the tantivy Fare Dwiniſts, 
the Lawn Slecves, Cafſock ard Circingles, would ſet up Arbitrary Government _ 
the 
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the Common-prayer that, abomigable Porx Ot Idiers, 
cough, you and Leng have a imo ”e dis ac a : ( for 1 Ry wet fo = ) 
af traiterous Polition of ta ems by his Majeſties againlt Nis 
or any Commiſſionated by Rm i enefale of ſuch bt ON Ph 
God had no ſuch { as ſome of your Chick fe fellows. have, 
but toak itreſolvedly, in this ſenſe, and that was the. leet Legiſlacors,, hs vary 


it was only meant of ſuch as arc legally Comtni 
rey ar {Sabo day But as 1 ſaid rg A Con s ES Io Sod We : 
lly purſued -ro.introdiice Arbitrary Power ps Fo ; a, y "IT 
Ofcers, Follow x a Dana wry ne Ls 5 tg Ne» and 
rio Rebellion.nor bye the great Saws ET the 10g and 
Thus is this exc ph eps ſecuring the pubbck | pot Cn" the, Go 
vernment, and preventing Rebellion for the.gume to come. Wes any nccs- wharſo- 
pr which was the intention K. the Oath, catirely-defeated, by a hetle Fe Joke tes Powder | 
by cha oFeorl ho will cuxe;.the moſt agued Conlcience. of all-its 
ne fe x"Rare biverings at Perjury and cect by _ or three 
ot od of Rig \ ray clear inſtead of the rigid lueral word King, and ah 
Comme) oth the legal poſit of ſuch Commiſſions, inſtead, of any Conmiſiuneted,, 
wit 
as pray what ET can be ſafe or ſecure if folema and (acred Oaths, c cal 
= God to witneſs between them for the truth and ſincerity of their i intentions, may 


þe tp nia of ow evaded, and mens confciences ſeared with this red hot iron gain the the 


'y 4 BE UFO Villains may-take it , and yet purſue 
his Vie Vil Y, the greateſt Rebel may {wear it , ol ep ern Ie 
or ſecretly in the intencional defgn of Rebellion. 

I would gladly now be informed how it is poſſible for the berheaiury of i 


tirpate or ſecure us againſt jt. We have ex the difficulty of 
js TEE 


eſuites their necks out of the Collar of the Laws by Equivccations , 
Rs es hs en He ee Dna 
eto and have, & to 
man may Poe 10 pelpete oppNions without ſcruple, ot remorle of Conleience, 


| 


You have heard Oliver e in the Language and by the rinciples of theſe Dif- 
ſenters : Now ſhall you hear Ned Coleman , by the help. of grains of allowance 
from the Conſiſtory, out-do his Declaration , and prove himſelf a true Proteſtant, and 
that he intends to keep out | 3, yet when he, is reſolved to bring it in,, Trae it is, 
ſays Ned, that there is  Peſtilent which bas long domineered over theſe Northern parts 

the world which is to be ſubdued, and the Roman. Cathglick, Apoſtolick, Religion to be 

abliſhed. Now this I can never bope to effeft, unleſs 1 can ſcrue my ſelf in, to be Secretary 
of State, but this I muſt not bepe to do without the Oatbs of Allegiance and 


- MAY, and the Teſt againft Tranſubſtantiation : Should I take them in the literal ſeaſe, rags 


too rigid, or put any interpretation upon them that I aſe, that is too too looſe : but bere_is a 
pry plot way theſe two extremes \, for I verily the ſenſe and meaning of the Law- 
givers was to ſecure the true ke of p ihr God by thoſe Oaths,, and in 
Gn TER I thank God | com wh wear that I believe the King to be Supreme 
Governor, and that no Forein Naauy Lang ariſcitlion over the King, that is, bis 4 
Government, which ought to be under the Pope : That there it no Tranſubſtantiation in 
crament \ for there being no Prieſts among t Hereticky , there can be no x" dren 
that is, I ſwear; all theſe as they are intended to ſecure the True Religion : Far certainly the 
Law-givers could have no other intention ; and it 1s abſurd to think, they bad, They and ys 
deed differ 8 little about the point of Trae Reli as they and the Diſſenters alſo doz, but 
that is but a trifle, and we agree in the main, 1 be Fre Religion is to be ſecured , maintained, 
propagated defended : And though I muſt take the Corporation Oaths, yet if we can bus 
get an Army of Catbolickg into the Field, we ary not rhe np Arms or Fght ut he King, 
that is, bis rightful Government, or again » tboſe Legally Commiſſionated by bime , but | al 
againſt thoſe peſtilent Hereticky who are Illegal 'y Commſtcncd, and Lileg ally purſue thoſe Com- 
to deſtray the True Religion of the 3 Catholick pri pad See, And then 
for altering the Religion, we will never attempt thad, ” by the Legal Antbority of Parlia- 
ment, 


ment, which when we bave <li hart to di 7 theſe Forint 
Bihpr, Deans, and Chapters, and beſtow them upon Tab: 4 we caunot fajl 
in the Defign, having ſo preas Party even me ag: w Deſi | wh þ they, may be 
do not neat extatily the ſame with 1, yet vary. m emgrirfr Mn and 
Ul and will leyd wy 8 bajtd to the palling them rec he 

if we can but hy err: ny hey prop Plagrat Te Here Hers madre 
an Oak;; who may the Pach, and when both can 


to Heath, may 'part th 
wy ce Int > Arora ſpan davis thred on't > will 
ty _—_ & Coiiſcivnices relieving DiRreffes of their w' 
al bo Piotis tyen, conduct much to the {ervice of the'k 8 and Kingdorg, the ace 
Ul id ſafety of _— emer 2 — | 
by. horr of we ſee ir dail » che Pikes in their Dirk, 6 
| Ne Wi Io MN / the King with the o—s kei Peper 
_ Aament, by theſe wrong por the Govetiim 
& and the Hicra n+ their Aa ray a. "cod 
Rehat rerun Dicks, Priciciptes from any Powet in C 


'tions;* thereby to Nenyr we Jr Parliaments, and w'prevent even — way the ar- 


$ of aljcring the emmy Frame and Conſtitution ot- the Kirg, 
land phil noT JTemporil, and .Cormons 3 en py 


Vow comerur ak Diver and Ouiders of Coofeltnle and þ their Diſci- 
phe: yy y to clude the meaning ot. i thelc Oaths, and thereby t johns ; 
to ger intq the and there Jl. paretrey c altezati- 


Fr rn think Fe and neceffaty cod if they can get Partyfirong erp hs _ 
xce of the 


h tp take the Field, to,avaid thpimputation of Rebcltior , and 

Oni wich they have foro, that they hold it unfawfuf copon "any ins pyeto: 

ever to rake up Arms & the King, &e. by chele Evalions and I arhop 2a 
"Thus are men raughy to ſwetr woah for; faith the ” Tholts 
umkawfuf gptn any pretence whatſoever, and yetl hold ft Hwful ks chacl 
'vght or aan his R Government. I abhor-or up Arms 
ephin r fon Fig the King in the epi? wg wns 3 
Ldange abhox or i hen againſt thole that arc < it nated 
behi ts "the Guards, of Gao are te lat S's) I 
fwwcar thac'Þ will nor prep oda any alteration the © to, 


| vate tian ger'into an Offiic in a 


Comptii am 2 private man, but'F will as | am a- 


ion in-order tybe choſen intothe Houſe of* $, to endeavout, the Re- 
| of all Veatutes againſt Difencers, and theſe Corporation Qachs ,, to help fhr- 
rid ie great work Aclormaton by pu the Houſe of Lords of the Biſhops, 
weight, and the Church of this ice-Book. 


| ord 2k thus levelf'd the way, the difgorgi Mn of the Covenant is eafie; and indecd 
 arng of that Qath expires tank; 5 s and 'twas he few who had takes it, 
if apy, could be-ahveat the = of Marth 1682, bat toa wonder rmany are. and are like 
ts be; 'God giving them a lovg time of Repentance,”F wiſh they may ws bercer = 
- of ft char hitherto they have "done 3'and lince they: have in their bigh and wi 
. jodurment in their, Paper condemned that Conbination as untawhut, F give my (uftr i 
10 ther ſentence, 
\ © There are ſeveratother things by the by which are crowded i into this ſheet of Paper 
- ef mattcious inffuence upon the Government, 
- * As-tixlt; that by Paxliament they mean one Corporation of Kings,,. Lord' and Com- 
- dns, which is to make the Kin onhyone of the three Eſtates, and ftom thence to ig- 
fer a co-ordjnacy of [ower. Now rhat this is ditefHly'contrary, to Eaw aid Reaſdn js 
« wot evident : Finltthe Law takes Bike ERates to gps rar whereof the King is 
- "the Head, 'as rhay be ſen'at hargein rhe Grand and other, Books, and: particus 
torly in'che Statute or'A@ of Paitiaimgnr' held ar Weſtminſter the 23 of, Jan. 1 Rich. 3+ 
« White thi rec EftateSaje celfy, with 2, that is to'fay,, declared to be the Lords 
"Spit; Temporal; \214 Commons.” Sccongly, it is zgaipft Reafon  tog the Paxlia- 
'mient, chat is, the three Eftates nay. be'dillttved, that'ts, ceaſe'to be at alt, or to taye 
ny Aurhority, and be tctuced to their private condition : and i the Kibg be one of 
the 
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the three Eſtates, he muſt be diſſolved as well as the other two : and let them have a care 
of reaching this for Law or Goſpel, for fear of High Treaſon. Nay their Predeceſſrs 
were cither more knowing or more honeſt in this point: for if you had demanded of 
them, who they fought for, they would have told you, for King and Parliament ; 
which had they been one Corporation, as they fancy, was non-ſenſc ;, for it was only 
for the Parliament, the King being only a part of it, a of the three Eftates, 

Secondly, To ſhew us what they would be at, that it is lawful upon ſome pretence to 
take up Arm$againſt the King, they bring in David by the head and ſhoulders, and tell 
us he was aQtually in Arms to defend himſelf againſt Saxl s Forces, which is directly 
giving the lye to the Holy Ghoſt in the plain matter of Fa, for he never made the lcatt 
rcliltance , Ga fied from place to place out of his Native Country, hid himſelf in 
Woods and Caves, and Rocks: and when Saul hunted him as a Partridge upon the 
Mountains, never offered by force to attempt any thing againſt him, or his Forces 3 but 
it was very unlucky their tclling us how his heart ſmote him for cutting off the skirt of 
Saul's garment z trom whence we may be informed of the difference of the ternper, 
between their hearts and David's, whoſe Conſcicuces, never yet {mote them for cut- 
ting off one Kings Head, and another Kings Crown from his Head, which went a 
little higher than the Skirts. ; - 

Thirdly, their inſtance of. Rahab and the Spies, is of moſt dangerous conſequence, 
as they draw this inference from it, that no budy can be engaged any farther by a 
Oath than what he agrees to, in the taking it; where hedeclarcs beforchand he will 
be bound, he is free. Which is ſuch a latirude, and playing faſt and looſe with Oachs, 
and juggling with God and Man, as that no Oath can be of any value, orly any ob- 
ligation upon the Conſcience more than the taier plcaſcs. 

Laſtly, Obſerve in their reaſons for Printing this Paper , to take the Oath and ſub- 
ſcribe the Declaration in the literal ſtriſt conſtruction, appears in our judgment unlaw- 
ful, (ay they, and yet it is plain that the Impoſers meant the literal ſenſe : but the Oath 
mult be taken to ſerve a turn, and a ſevſe mult be found out to juſtific the taking, and 
make it appear lawful : So that a man may for Raggione di ftato, take what they in their 
judgment think is unlawful in the literal ſenſe, and by con(trution make it lawful to 
ſervea turn, If the Pope and Conclave, and all the Jeſuites in the world can find 
out a mn Waning ro xp Sr force and Obligation of Oaths than this, 

any othcr perion, ax ad % 

_ hap! ques thing to add to the ſerious conſideration of all ſober, loyal and con- 
ſcientious Proteſtants, that beſides the infinite danger which muſt attend all Humane 
Societies, which can no longer be fafe or ſecure, if Oaths, the molt ſacred of all ties and 
obligations, may at this rate be cluded and evaded, and the ſenſe of the La 

verted and contradidted, Perjury will be {0 common and familiar, that it wi paſs 

Picty, and the whole Nation will fall under the danger of Gods levereſt J T 
and while there will be _ c—_—_ s ages = yon , and him _ feareth 

th, we mult expect, iculaily thoſe perſons w this Do- 
oo word to take theſe Oaths, to fall within the reach ded flying Roll, 
Zech. 5. 4. of which God faith, I will bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of Hotts, and is 
ſhall enter imto - tac oh the thief , and of bim that ſweareth falſly by my name, and it 
ſhall remain in the midſt of bis houſe, and ſhall conſume it , and the timber thereof and the 
ftones thereof, It is a fearful a_ to fall into the hands of the living God, who is a 
conſuming fire, and the dreadful avenger of Perjury , which certainly is one of the 
greateſt affronts that can be offered to the Divine Majeſty of the God of Truth. 

If this may in any meaſure contribute towards the w—_—_ miſchiefs and 
miſcrics, which the teaching this damnable Dodtrine threaten to ting upon the Peace 
of the Nation, the Eſtabliſhed Government, and the Souls of the miſ- informed , 1 ſhall 
elteem it a great happineſs to have been inſtrumental in ſo great, ſo good a work ; but 
if God, for our fins, has deſigned us for ſufferings, liberavi animam meam. | have (hew- 
ed you, from the watch-tower of truth, that the Sword is coming, I have ſounded the 
Trumpet, it any man periſh, his blood will be upon his own head. 


FINIS, 


